By-Laws of Alta Vista Neighborhood Association
Article I.
Name


This organization shall be known as the Alta Vista Neighborhood Association hereinafter called the Association.

Article II.
Boundaries


The area of the “Alta Vista” Neighborhood Association shall be bounded on the North by Cleveland Park,
on the South by Augusta Street,
on the East by Farris and

on the West by Church Street.
If necessary the side of the street shall be addressed when streets are not entirely included in the neighborhood boundaries.

Article III.
Purpose


The Association has as its purpose the following:


A.
To represent the neighborhood and review and comment on neighborhood related matters as appropriate.


B.
To effectively and in a coordinated manner, facilitate a meaningful communication flow among citizens, neighbors, elected officials, and city government on an ongoing basis.  To enable proactive planning by neighborhoods and the City as it relates to decisions and policy that will impact our neighborhood.


C.
To actively promote neighborliness and a greater sense of community in our neighborhood and other neighborhoods through the City.

D.
Encourage single family residence use of all properties in the neighborhood, except those structures originally built for multi-family or other use.

E.
Encourage owner occupancy of all properties in the neighborhood, except those originally built for non-owner occupancy.

F.
To address traffic safety and crime abatement issues with law enforcement officers and government officials.
Article IV.
Membership

Eligibility and Voting –


Membership in the Association will be open to all residents in the neighborhood and will be composed of as large and as diversified group of residents as possible.  All of the residents age 18 years of age or older will be eligible to hold office and vote in the Association elections and on issues at the regular Association meetings.  Businesses located within the established boundaries will be invited to become affiliated with the Association.  Businesses that join the Association shall be entitled to 1 vote(s) per business.


The general membership shall review committee reports, hold discussions, record the opinion both negative and positive reaction to a particular issue, project or decision, and by means of their elected officer.

Proxy voting shall not be allowed in the Association.

Article V.
Officers, Term of Office, Duties


Officers will be elected by the residents of the association.  All officers must reside within the above stated geographical boundaries of the Association for the entire period they hold office.  Officers will be elected annually.


The President will be able to serve for 2 Consecutive full terms and may run for the same position after being out of office for a least one term.  An ex-President may run for the position of Vice President after being out of office for at least one term.


The Vice President will be able to service for 2 Consecutive full terms and may run again for the same position after being out of office for at least one term.  Should the position of President become vacant, it will be filled automatically by the Vice President for the remainder of the unexpired term; and as the new President will be able to serve for two additional full terms if the voters desire.  Should the office of Vice President become vacant it shall be filled by an election following nominations from the floor, which should take place during the next Association meeting after the vacancy occurs.  This replacement officer will serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.  The new Vice President will be able to serve for two additional terms if the voters so desire.


Secretary/Treasurer – The secretary/treasurer will be able to succeed him or herself indefinitely if the voters desire.  If the position becomes vacant it will be filled by an election following nominations from the floor, which should take place during the next Association meetings after the vacancy occurs.  The new secretary/treasurer will serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Additional officers may be elected at the Association meetings in accordance with the amendments to the by-laws.


Duties – 


The President shall be the principal executive officer of the council, and subject to the control of the council, shall in general supervise and control the business affairs of the council.  The President shall preside at all meetings of the members.  If the President is not present then the Vice President shall preside.  The President shall perform other duties as may be prescribed by the Association from time to time.


The Vice President shall perform duties of the President in the absence of the President, or in the event of death, inability or refusal to act.  When so acting, the Vice President shall have all of the powers of and be subject to the restrictions upon the President.


The Secretary shall:

(a)
Keep the minutes or accurate notes of the association meetings including a list of members and visitors present at the meetings.



(b)
Be custodian of the Association records.

(c)
Keep a list of the membership and each mailing address.  The membership must update the Secretary when changes occur.

(d)
Perform additional duties as outlined by the other officers from time to time.


Other duties of elected officers shall be to formulate the agenda for meetings, channel requests for information to the appropriate entity.  The elected officers will continually seek the advice and input of the general membership for meeting topics, guest speakers, events, etc.

The initial officers shall be elected by a majority vote during the first annual meeting of the association.  Subsequent to that time, the President shall appoint a Nominating Committee composed of not less than 3, no more than 5 members of the Association.  The Nominating Committee will convene and make nominations for the officers of the Association not less than 45 days before the date of the Association’s Annual Meeting.  The report of the Nominating Committee will be delivered to the Membership not less than 15, no more than 30 days before the date of the meeting.
Elections shall be held at the annual meeting.  In addition to those persons nominated by the Nominating Committee, nominations may be made from the floor during the Annual Meeting.  Elections for each office shall be by majority of vote of those present at the Annual Meeting and eligible to vote.
Article VI.
Meetings


Written or printed notices stating the location, day, and hour of said meeting, and the topic to be discussed and or guest speakers, shall be delivered either personally, or by mail, not less than 5 days and not more than 30 days before the date of the meeting.


There will be 4 Meetings held annually by the Association.


For voting purposes a quorum shall be defined as not less than fifteen members of the Association, and the quorum must be present in order to make binding decisions for the Association.  However, a quorum is not necessary to conduct a meeting.


A simply majority of the members present in any regular meeting of the Council shall rule.

Parliamentary procedures or Robert’s Rules of Order shall prevail at all meetings unless otherwise specified by the members in these bylaws.

Article VII.
Committees


The Committee and the number of members serving on those committees shall be determined by the membership of the Association.  The Committees can be put in place and dissolved by a vote of the membership.

Committees and their role in the Association are described below:


1.
Crime Watch – To act as a liaison with applicable law enforcement agencies with the goal of decreasing crime within the boundaries of the Association.  To encourage members of the Association to form individual crime watch groups.

2.
Communications – To encourage widespread and open communications among the membership of the Association, through individual contact, e-mail, website, and/or newsletter.

3.
Social – To encourage interaction among members of the Association, through the organization of social events and networking opportunities.

4.
Zoning – To coordinate with the applicable zoning authorities and planning authorities, so as to maintain and/or improve the present character of the neighborhood.

Article VIII.   Amendments to By Laws


If a quorum exists, by laws may be amended, or altered, or changed, added to, or repealed by affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of the membership of the Association at any regular meeting of the members, if notice of the proposed amendment is contained in the meeting notice.
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